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Pastor Soudinh (pronounced 
soo-deen) Penkay and his con-
gregation of about 35 members, 

worked hard to host a Scholarship Fund-
raiser for nine of their youth to attend 
summer camp.

The special, held May 20, 2006, includ-
ed a huge garage sale, a youth-run car 
wash and a homemade egg roll stand.

Garage sale customers came as early as 
8:30 a.m. (even before the official open-
ing at 9 a.m.) and kept coming until 5:30 
p.m. when the tired and worn Laotian 
workers folded up shop. Too tired to 
count the proceeds, it wasn’t until the 
next day event organizers realized they 
had cleared over $1,300. 

Many were impressed with this small 
congregation’s hard work to hold such a 
big event in order to raise campership 
funds. 

“We need to get these kids to try Camp, 
and they will learn more about God,” ex-
plained Pastor Soudinh about his con-
gregation’s efforts. 

He further explained his vision and 
motivation by saying, “This is not just 
for now—not just for this year—but to 
get them to go to Camp again and again. 
Their faith will grow. God will work in 
them. Their families will be blessed.”

“What a tremendous amount of coop-
eration has taken place to pull this off. It’s 
great to see us all working together,“ said 
Pastor Dennis Larson, currently interim 
pastor at Brookdale Covenant Church, 
where the event was held. The Laotian 
Congregation meets Sunday afternoons 
in Brookdale Covenant’s sanctuary.

“A very big thank you goes 
to staff 
a n d 
v o l -

unteers from the Brookdale Church 
who helped us do all this,” says Pastor 
Soudinh, who offices both at Brookdale 
Covenant, and his second parish in St. 
Cloud.

The egg rolls were popular among 
all who shopped at the garage sale. 
Soudinh’s wife, Sarah Penkay, along with 
several other cooks, chopped, rolled and 
fried egg rolls for over 7 hours straight. 
And what a success they had in selling 
them. “These are the best!” exclaimed 
one customer.

About 12 youth workers washed cars 

all morning. They pitched in to load and 
set up garage sale merchandise too. In-
terestingly, only one of them had ever 
been to Covenant Pines Bible Camp—
Jimmy Penkay, 12-year-old son of Pastor 
Soudinh. 

“He went last summer. He sees how 
good it is, and now he wants to bring his 
friends to camp. But since these families 
cannot afford to do it, we had to find a 
way [to make it affordable.],” Soudinh-
said.

As Pastor Soudinh often says, “God is 
good. Amen?” Amen.

The Father/Child Weekend 
Retreat—held each year in 
April—was a huge success in 

2006. 
With over 120 dads and kids attend-

ing, they had a blast together! 
A highlight of the Retreat was mak-

ing rockets and shooting them off.
Plan ahead for April 2007 when dads 

and kids (school-age and above) will 
again get the chance to spend a week-
end together at Camp ... an experience 
that bonds memories for a lifetime. To 
see photos of this and other retreats, 
click here.

Friends of Covenant Pines
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Father/Child Retreat 2006

Pastor Soudinh Penkay (left) and Bouniane 
Souvanasane, of Laotian Covenant Church, 
organized the scholarship fundraiser event.

Laotian Covenant Church sends kids to camp 
with garage sale at Brookdale Covenant

Laotian parishioners sell homemade egg rolls for camp scholarships (Sarah Penkay center).





CPBC Year-Round Staff
Executive Director
  Bruce Peterson
Office Manager
  Kathy Bergstrom
Associate Director
  Josh Rude
Cooks
  Cathy Geving - Head Cook
  Suzanne Fredrickson
  Grace Kindvall
Program Director
  Nick Youngberg
Maintenance
  Warren Packer - Director
  Joel Seibel
  Denise Weimer
  Cynthia Steele

CPBC Summer Staff 2006
Silver Beach Director
  Julia Jensen
Music/Worship Director
  Joel Johnson
 

Female Counselors
  Elyse Levinskas
  Emily Bergstrom
  Kirsten Lundgren
  Robin Freed
  Angela Robinson
  Lindsay Hartkopf
  Sandy Carlson
  Robyn Thompson
  Erica Print
Male Counselors
  Kyle Carlson
  Corey Speaker
  Brett Lampe
  Ben Fullen
  Steve Shega
Waterfront Director
  Kim Hendrickson
Lifeguards
  Amy Peterson 
  Michelle Arnfeldt
  Katie Keil
  Hillary Magnuson
Summer Program Directors
  Bethany Isaacs
  Jake Slater

Kitchen Aides
  Alex Youngquist
  Casey Benson
  Elizabeth DeBernardi
Asst. Maintenance Director
  Rob Williams
Maintenance/Housekeeping
  Jessie Stegeman
  Ellen Peterson
Adventure Course
  Brent Wilson
Audio-Visual Coordinator
  Becca Habegger
Activities Director
  Katie Youngberg
Outcamp Director
  Brandon Peterson
Jr. Staff Director
  Erick Abramson
SWEAT Teams Coordinator
  Laurie Gregory
Arts & Crafts Director
  Marisa Warssing
Office Assistant
  Laura Hebden

CPBC STAFF 2006
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CPBC campsites available for this summer

Please be in prayer for Camp Staff throughout this summer. Below is a list of 2006 summer staff mem-
bers as well as our year-round staff. We are thankful to the Lord for each and every staff person He has 
called to serve in this ministry. Click here to see pictures of 2006 summer staff.

Looking for a great place to cam-
pout with your RV trailer, camper 
or tent? Covenant Pines Bible 

Camp has some great campsite spaces 
available for you! Grassy, shady camp-
sites are located near our Silver Beach 
rental cabins with:
• Water and electric hook-ups
• Peaceful atmosphere 
   (alcoholic beverages are not permitted)
• Grassy sites with lots of big trees!
• Small playground for kids
• Free use of waterfront and beach 
• Lifeguard on duty several hours/day
• Free use of non-motorized boats, 
  canoes, paddleboats, waterbikes, sail-

boats
• Waterskiing and tubing available for a 
   nominal fee
• Free firewood
• “Fun Shack” with frozen snacks
• Use of waterslide, climbing tower, disc 
    golf course and gym (when main 
    camp isn’t using these facilities)
• Modern restrooms & showers
• ATV trail nearby
• Golf courses, shopping and other 
    activities nearby
Nightly rates: $26.00 with hook-ups; 

$22.00 without hook-ups. To reserve your 
campsite, call the Camp Office at least 48 
hours in advance at (218) 768-2610.



I look forward to meeting you all
Dawn Anderson 
Bloomington Covenant
John Caldwell 
Good Shepherd
David Carter 
Maplewood
Jim Donath 
Bethany, Stillwater
Allen Eng 
Maple Grove
Robert Freed 
Roseville
Mary Kate Fretheim 
At Large
Dan Garcia 
Rice Creek
Tim Gosen - Board Chair 
Excelsior Covenant
Tim Hanson 
Bethany, Richfield
Greg Johnson 
Salem
Sharon Kron 
First Covenant, St. Paul
Jim Langmaack 
BridgePointe
Dennis Larson 
Brookdale
Jana Larson 
Plymouth
Tim Otto 
CrossRoads
Art Peterson 
Faith Covenant
Steve Ramgren 
Bethlehem
Jim Reed 
Anoka
Jim Skoglund 
Redeemer
Sarah Swanson 
Community Covenant
Jim Volling 
At large

CPBC BOAR D OF  
D I R ECTORS
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Gr e e t i n g s .  
 Amidst nu-
merous transi-

tions, I am comforted 
and affirmed through 
the encouraging words 
of those that I have been 
in contact with thus far. 

Each person I’ve met 
has shared what Covenant Pines has 
meant to them, their families and 
churches. To begin as part of this 
team, I am encouraged by how God 
has used this place for the benefit of 
many. 

I want to thank those who came up 

over Work and Worship 
Weekend to assist with 
summer preparations, 
and also those who 
helped with the clean-
ing, painting and prepa-
ration of the house that I 
now call home. 

As summer is now 
here, I look forward to meeting all 
who are part of the Covenant Pines 
family and also those who come for 
the first time. 

Peace.
Josh Rude
Associate Director

calling us into deeper living as well. Cha-
pel messages will focus on Deeper faith, 
Deeper relationships, Deeper ways to 
follow Christ and Deeper investments in 
our communities.

As a Chapel speaker, 
Luke shares with us 
from his vantage 
point of serving in an 
inner-city, multi-eth-
nic church. Luke and 
his wife, Sarah, are par-
ents to a baby daughter 
named Addy.

August 17 – 20
Speaker: Rev. Kristine Zimmerman 

Causton, Chaska 
Kris Causton grew up as a Covenant 

Pines camper. She is now an ordained 
Covenant Pastor and member of Excelsi-
or Covenant Church. A former youth pas-
tor, Kris now keeps in touch with youth 
culture by parenting a toddler, teaching 
a Bible class at Bethel University, and 
serving as the chairperson of the CHIC 
2006 council. Kris’ goals are to start each 
day breathing and end each day with ice 
cream. Kris loves Jesus, her husband Jeff, 
one-year-old daughter Petra and others 
too numerous to mention.

At both Family Camps
Activities abound both outdoors and 

indoors. Outdoors, relax at the beach, 
ride watercraft on two lakes, play the disc 
golf course or hike along the Soo Line 
Trail. Indoors, play in our gym or newly 

remodeled Fireside Lounge. 
Quiet options are avail-
able too. The Craft Hall 

will be open for all 
ages to make proj-
ects of your choice 

together. Due to our 
flexible scheduling, 

you can choose to design 
your free time to spend time 

with a certain child, or with your spouse, 
or the whole family together.

Lodging options include: 
a) Large family cabins, 
b) Bald Eagle Lodge with common 

bathrooms and showers, 
c) Retreat Center with your own bath-

room (not available in July) or, 
d) bring your own camper, trailer or 

tent. Rates for each of these options are 
listed online. Register soon for best se-
lection of rooms. Please register for Fam-
ily Camps at least one week in advance.

To inquire further please e-mail 
josh@covenantpines.org, or call us. To 
register online click here. For a brochure 
to give a friend, call camp’s office.

Family Camps offer challenging activities
continued from page 1





Have room for one ad-
ditional adventure this 
summer? Venture to 

the unknown ... the Boundary 
Waters Canoe Area Wilderness! 

Two Boundary Waters canoe-
ing trips are exclusively for teens 
entering grades 9-12, or recent 
graduates. CPBC staff members 
take you to Adventurous Chris-
tians/Covenant Wilderness Cen-
ter on the Gunflint Trail north-
west of Grand Marais. AC/CWC 
staff will train you on paddling 
techniques, food preparation 
and serve as your guides through 
portaging, tent camping and 
cooking meals outdoors. 

A Boundary Waters trip, by its 
nature, is the ultimate sort of ad-
venture—which unequivocally 
shapes your character. That’s be-
cause it pushes you beyond what 
you thought your limits were. 

Click here to find out more 
about our July or August Teen 
Boundary Waters Trips. 

AC/CWC offers getaways
Adventurous Christians/Covenant Wilderness Center, 

located on the Gunflint Trail in the unique natural set-
ting of the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness, of-

fers incredible, life-changing experiences year-round. 
The summer canoe trip is the staple of AC/CWC, but there are 

many other activities offered throughout the year. 
Adventurous Christians/Covenant Wilderness Center exists 

to provide a ministry in a wilderness environment where peo-
ple can encounter God [Father, Son and Holy Spirit] in creation 
and in a Christian community. 

Whether your choice is a summer canoe trip, fall hiking tour, 
a winter snowshoe/cross-country ski trek, or even a relaxing 
day in the north woods to read a book, Adventurous Christians/
Covenant Wilderness Center is a great place to renew your love 
for God. 

To inquire about a trip for either a small group, family group, 
youth group, Bible Study group, or large group (up to 65 people) 
go to www.AdventurousChristians.org. 
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TE E N  
CANOE TR I PS

You can do it —and it will be un-
forgettable! Imagine sitting with 
other women under the stars, 

next to the wonderful glow of a camp-
fire ... then imagine no distractions other 
than the cry of a loon or a small whisper 
of wind through the trees. 

Imagine the camaraderie of other 
women joining together to depend on 
only one another as you travel through 
the wilderness from lake to lake pad-
dling, portaging, laughing and sharing 
highs and lows of the day ... listening to 

the voice of God as you sit in solitude on 
the shore of some remote lake.

You have often wondered, “Can I really 
do a Boundary Waters trip?” 

Adventurous Christians/Covenant 
Wilderness Center on the Gunflint Trail 
in northern Minnesota helps you ful-
fill that dream: just you and a bunch of 
other women working together to make 
it a reality. 

Yes, you can do it! Call soon to reserve a 
spot 1-800-392-1501.

Women’s Boundary Waters  
canoe trip offered July 25 - 29




